This lecture will consider the present state of the digital divide worldwide. It will do so by inventorying the achievements and shortcomings of five years of digital divide research (2000)(2001)(2002)(2003)(2004)(2005). Achievements are classified under four successive types of access: motivational, physical, skills and usage. A shift of attention from physical access to skills and usage is observed. In terms of physical access the divide seems to be closing in the most developed countries. In contrast, in terms of digital skills and the use of applications, the divide persists and perhaps widens or deepens. Among the shortcomings of digital divide research are its lack of theory, conceptual definition, interdisciplinary approach, qualitative research and longitudinal research. The second part of the lecture will discuss more basic questions about inequality in the information society. The focus is on three questions: (1)To what type of inequality does the digital divide concept refer? (2) What is new about the inequality of access to and use of ICTs as compared to other scarce material and immaterial resources? (3) Do new types of inequality exist or rise in the information society?
